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	INTERIM POLLING PLACES REVIEW 2022


1.
SUMMARY
Following on from the polling place review which commenced on 1 September Elected Members were given the opportunity to make additional representation on the proposals which were recommended from the polling Place Review Sub Committee held in November. 
Comments from Elected Members were received relating to Carr Bank Ward, Lindhurst Ward, Kings Walk Ward and Thompson Ward. The suggestions have been explored further to check their suitability and the finding are detailed within the report. 
2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Returning Officer recommends to the Polling Place Review Sub-Committee that:
That the proposed Polling District and Polling Places recommended to full Council remain unchanged other than the Polling District of CBA in Carr Bank (Carr Bank Ward) will vote at Carr Bank Manor Wedding Venue.

	Electoral Ward and Polling District
	Revised Proposal
	Initial Proposal

	Carr Bank ward (CBA)
	Carr Bank Manor Wedding Venue, Carr Bank Park, Windmill Ln, Mansfield, NG18 2AL
	River Maun Recreation Centre, Barringer Rd, Mansfield, NG18 2DF


3.
BACKGROUND
3.1
Background to the review and statutory requirement
The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary Polling Districts and Polling Places. This review is being conducted on an interim basis due to the changes which have arisen as a result of the Local Government Boundary Commissions review of the Mansfield District Council wards. 

The last statutory Polling Place Review for Mansfield took place in 2020. The next statutory review will take place between 1 October 2023 and 31 January 2025. 
3.2
The review process
Schedule A1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 sets out the steps the Council must follow in undertaking any review of polling districts and polling places. The Council must announce that a review is to take place.  The notice of election was published 
3.3
The role of the Returning Officer

The Returning Officer is required to make representations to the Council, which must include information as to the location of polling stations (both existing and proposed) within polling places (both existing and proposed).  Within 30 calendar days of receipt the Council is required to publish the Returning Officer’s representations.

3.4
Other representations

The Council is required to actively seek representations from such persons as are thought to have particular expertise in relation to:

· Access to premises; or

· Facilities for persons who have different forms of disability.

Such persons will be given the opportunity to make representations and to comment on the representations made by the Returning Officer.  Disability awareness groups are, therefore, invited to take part in this review.

In addition, any elector in a constituency can make representations on the designation of polling district and polling places to the Council. 

The consultation commenced on 1 September 2022. Residents, expert groups, schools and other groups who may be able to provide expert advice or premises knowledge had until 13 October 2022 to make comments on the proposed polling districts and polling places. 
Following this Elected Members were giving the chance to provide further comments on the proposals, including suggestions of alternative venues which could potentially be used. 
3.5
Guidelines 

The following statutory considerations have been taken into account when drawing up the proposals:

· The Council must seek to ensure that all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances.

· The Council must seek to ensure that so far as is reasonable and practicable every polling place is accessible to electors who are disabled.

3.6
Administration of the review

In order to administer the process of the review, the Council has set up a Polling Place Review Sub Committee to consider all appropriate representations.  At the end of the review process, the Sub Committee is required to make its recommendations to a meeting of the Council for approval, following which the polling districts and polling places would be formally designated and come into being in May 2023 (at the Mansfield District Council Election and Mayoral Election) as detailed in this report.   

3.7
Timetable for this review

Notice of start of review:




01 September 2022

Publication of the Returning Officer’s proposals:
01 September 2022 

End of consultation:





13 October 2022

Report to Council Meeting by:



29 November 2022

Arrangements are due to come into force in May 2023.

3.8
Completion of the review

On completion of the review the Council is required to give reasons for its decisions in respect of the designation of both polling districts and polling places and must publish:

· All correspondence sent to the Returning Officer in connection with the review, and all correspondence sent to any person whom the authority thinks has particular expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for persons who have different forms of disability;

· All representations made by any person in connection with the review;
· The minutes of any meetings held by the authority where details of the review have been considered;
· Details of the actual designations of polling districts and polling places agreed as a result of the review; and

· Details of where the results of the review have been published.
3.9 
Revised Polling Districts and Polling Places 
Carr Bank Ward –
Carr Bank Manor was previously explored for suitability. Following information that Carr Bank Manor is now willing to be used as a polling station for the May 2023 Elections and any subsequent elections, a visit was conducted to check the suitability of the venue. With minor alterations, Agreements have been made with the venue it is being proposed that the polling district of CBA will vote at Car Bank Manor while the polling district of CBB continue to vote at River Maun Recreation Centre. 
Kings Walk Ward –

A number of suggestions had been put forward in relation to Kings Walk Ward. Trowell Court was suggested to be used as an alternative venue to serve the quarry side of Kings Walk, while this was a large enough room to accommodate a double polling station, the location was roughly 10 minutes’ drive away from the polling area. Following this Selwyn Street Community Centre was explored. It was also established that the building would have been suitable for a double station. However, the access to the site was not adequate. The community has no car park other than limited on street parking. A double polling station would result in roughly 2500 electors voting at the station and the facilities would not be able to accommodate these volumes. 
Thompson Ward- 

Suggestions regarding the Thompson Ward were put forward for the TPB side of the ward to vote at Mansfield Community Centre or Oak Tree Leisure Centre and TPA to vote at the Reindeer Inn.  Both suggestions are considered to be slightly too far out of the ward.  Oak Tree Leisure Centre along with South Mansfield Community Centre are already being used as stations. 
Lindhurst Ward-
Due to the shape of the new ward it has proven difficult due to having a small population spread over a large area. The currently selected polling station has been proposed as it is central to all. 

4.
Consultation
4.1
comments below were made following the meeting of full council which took place on 29 November 2022. 

	Since the polling place review there has been conversation and Carr Bank manor is now willing to open up for May’s election and enter discussion for the ongoing future.

Mick Barton has sent me a contact Mark Douthwaite from the Hotel who is happy to meet with officers.

I believe expecting voters from the Windmill Lane side of Carr bank and all the way down Woodhouse Road to Edgar Avenue and beyond after the boundary change to attend the River Maun centre is far from ideal and will deter people from voting when we are trying to encourage voting.

These residents have used the hotel to vote for a long time and it would create a walk of over 20 – 30 mins for people to use the River Maun. I’m sure we all agree we should be making it easier to vote not harder, and so I do appreciate your invite to help find a solution at last night’s meeting.


	Councillor Stuart Wallace
	

	I spoke last night about Kings Walk ward of which I have no personal interest

I said the area in general are poor voters 

Something like 15% in the quarry voted last time voted at Selwyn Street last time

So moving to Nottingham Road will put that percentage lower to vertically nil.

There no reason why half the ward the quarry area cannot still vote at Selwyn Street 

As a twin voting station with the Racecourse ward.

Also the streets known as Racecourse Road Adrian Close and Redcar have always voted at Big Barn Lane and if they still did that would take a couple of hundred voters from Selwyn Street so would ease the pressure of people that would vote in tandem with Selwyn Street.


	Councillor Stephen Garner 
	

	Thanks both for your response………I am only thinking of how far our residents will have to go to vote personally Note, this is not even my Ward area until May, it was really up to the Kings Walk Ward Councillor to consider and comment

Martin has put a suggestion to me, it is not too late to investigate this additional Polling Place for residents in the Quarry area!

Can we please do so

Thanks


	Councillor Dave Saunders 
	

	Further to the Council meeting on Tuesday I have investigated alternative venues for polling stations in the Thompson Ward in place of the portacabin on King George V playing field. I would suggest South Mansfield Community Centre or Oak tree Leisure centre for the TPB area of the Ward and the Reindeer Inn on Southwell Road West for the TPA area of the Ward. These suggestions are all assuming that a school is out of the question. Having spoken to people the portacabin is the least favoured as many people do not know that area and it is a considerable walk for people of limited mobility living at the town end of the TPA area.
	Councillor Roger Sutcliffe
	

	The polling stations for Lindhurst and Kings walk are far from ideal. 

Kings Walk, the quarry section……can this not utilise the portakabin in King George, avoids confusion from where they currently vote which is Berry Hill School as will be sign posted, and it its closer.

Lindhurst - what was old Oakham ward, e.g. Nottingham road, paddock close etc would be better going to the Oakham suite (space created above)

Lindhurst - the new estate would be better served by the community centre on Bellamy road from Neptune way this is 0.8m whereas to south ridge drive its 2m. 


	Councillor Robert Elliman
	


5.
RISK ASSESSMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND OPTIONS
	Risk 
	Risk Assessment 
	Risk Level 
	Risk Management 

	Statutory Compliance
	The Council is required to undertake the review following Boundary Commissions review of ward boundaries. 
	Low
	The proposed timeline and consultation process ensures adherence to the statutory requirements. 



	Reputational
	Failing to complete the review does not only leave the Council open to legal challenge but will also lead to confusion from the public as to where they are required to vote in future and who their elected representative is.
	Low
	The proposed course of action ensures engagement with the public and promotion of the changes. 


6.
ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES


The recommendations support the following Place and Wellbeing priorities:

· Create and communicate a positive image of the Mansfield district;
· Support a good quality of life for those that live and work here; and

· Understand and respond to the needs of communities and be advocates for support and intervention.
7.
IMPLICATIONS

Relevant Legislation


Representation of the People Act 1983

Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013

Human Rights


No implications.



Equality and Diversity


Disability access will be considered as part of the review. .

Climate change and environmental sustainability


 No implications.

Crime and Disorder


No implications.

  
Budget /Resource  


No implications.
8.
COMMENTS OF STATUTORY OFFICERS

Monitoring Officer
8.1
The Polling Places Review Committee should take the views of Elected Members and the advice of the Returning Officer into account when determining the venues of polling stations.


Section 151 Officer
8.2
No comments.
9.
CONSULTATION

9.1
Correspondence sent to disability groups.
I am writing to you as you have been identified as a potential stakeholder in the review process, or as a representative of a group that might wish to comment on the relevant designations before the Council ultimately decides them. 

Section 18 (C) (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 required Mansfield District Council to complete a full review of all Parliamentary polling districts and polling places. Mansfield District Council will commence this interim review of Parliamentary and local government polling arrangements. Any changes to the designated polling places will be in place prior to the Mayoral and District Council Elections in May 2023.

In undertaking the review the Council must seek to ensure that all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances, and seek to ensure that, so as is reasonable and practical, every polling place for which it is responsible is accessible to voters who are disabled.

A Polling Places Review Sub Committee has been set up at the Council to oversee the review and to make recommendations to Council in November based on representations received during the consultation period, which ends on 14 October 2022. 

Please find the enclosed: summary of the (Acting) Returning Officer’s proposals. Maps of the proposed polling arrangements will available to view on the Council’s website at https://www.mansfield.gov.uk/elections-voting/2022-interim-polling-place-review. The full proposals are available to view at the Civic Centre, Chesterfield Road South, Mansfield, NG19 7BH or on the Council’s website. You may submit any opinions or comments you have on these proposals either: in writing to the address below or by email to: elections@mansfield.gov.uk.

After the consultation has closed all responses will be considered by the Polling Place review sub-committee who will then make recommendations to the Council. Once the Council has considered these recommendations and agreed the final proposals, details of the designated polling districts and places and the reasons for the Council’s choice will be published at the Civic Centre and on the Council’s website. It is hoped that this will be completed in December 2022.

I look forward to hearing from you should you wish to make any comments about the review or on the proposals.

Comments made during the consultation and following the meeting of full council are detailed below. 
	Comment
	
	RO comments

	You may remember at the last meeting of the Polling Places Review
Sub-committee I raised the issue of the inappropriateness of using the
Flint Avenue Community Centre as a Polling Station.

The reasons being very little parking availability either on site or on
street, approximately 75% of the electors are based at the bottom of a
steep hill (Old Mill Lane), many elderly who could not walk up the hill
and would therefore have to use a vehicle etc and the location of the
Flint Avenue Centre itself makes it difficult to find. All the
aforementioned reasons would be likely to make voting an unattractive
proposition for many.

At the same meeting I raised the possibility of finding an alternative
location for the Polling Station, one more central and easily
accessible, Sarah did say that nowhere is unacceptable if solutions can
be found.

Today, Cllr Barton and I approached the landlord of the Foxglove public
house, which is centrally located within Maun Valley Ward on the
Sandland's Way Business park, to ask if the conservatory could be made
available for use from 7am - 10pm on polling day in mat 2023. He said he
would be delighted to meet with officers from MDC to discuss the issue
and would be delighted to support the community by doing so. The
conservatory can be closed off from the main body of the building, the
only issue I can see is the availability of a staff toilet, at the PPRSC
meeting Adam suggested that a Portaloo could possibly be provided for
staff use to get around that problem.
Thought contact details may be useful.

Foxglove landlord Mr Tony Holmes.

Landline: 01623646557

Mobile: REDACTED
email: foxglove.mansfield@marstons.co.uk

	Councillor Martin Wright 
	The Foxglove Conservatory has been viewed for suitability as a polling station. It has disabled access, Toilets within the building and parking. Polling staff wouldn’t have access to a kitchen and due to the layout an additional member of staff would be required to work at the station to ensure 2 officers were present in the station at all times. Access to the pub would still be used by customers. The area proposed is suitable to accommodate a polling station in terms and size, accessibility and facilities, however, in order to be used additional provisions would need to put in place such as additional staff, complete closure of the area or partial segregation with barriers. 

	I have had a look at the maps for the new wards and I have noticed that in the Bancroft ward people who live very near the community centre polling station BCA have been allocated BCB and in the Racecourse ward people who live close to the polling station BCA have been allocated BCB.

	Councillor Sue Swinscoe
	Polling District boundaries are places to try and evenly split a ward in terms of electorate as well as considering the capacity a station can hold. 


10.
BACKGROUND PAPERS

10.1
None
	Report Author
	-
	Emily Cieslak

	Designation
	-
	Electoral Services Manager

	Telephone
	-
	01623 463424

	E-mail
	-
	ecieslak@mansfield.gov.uk


